FLY,   FLY,   FLY  AGAIN
V
bility as the rest for the drawing of a natural frontier for it*.
The Czechoslovak Republic, Mr. Richmond proceeded, with
truth, 'has not used coercion upon its minorities in any degree so
harsh as that practised by Italy upon the Tirolese Germans and
the Slovenes', and he asked 'all Italians who may chance to read
this to recall that symbolic morning at Padua not yet twenty years
ago and to ask themselves by what conceivable right they can
condone action which is designed to go beyond all claims of self-
determination to the crucifixion once again of the whole Czech
nation that they helped to free'. The symbolic morning at Padua
to which he referred was one in December 1918, when he saw
ctwo divisions of the new-born Czech Army parade before King
Victor Emanuel and his generals in the Piazza dell' Arena at
Padua'.
But since Czechoslovakia is, or was, a small country that you
know nothing about, I should like to tell you something of it, as
it was until September 1938.
It was the last free Republic, the last people's state, the last
country where democracy had any meaning, in Europe east of
the Rhine. In twenty years, after centuries of alien domination,
they had accomplished marvellous things.- They did not want to
leave the Austro-Hungarian Empire, they did not 'break up' the
Austro-Hungarian Empire, as you are so often told, it broke up
within itself, and when they saw it collapse they formed their own
state.
They took part of the land, against compensation, from the
great and wealthy nobles, and gave it to the peasants. They built
roads and schools and hospitals and sanatoriums, and children's
homes. They created the finest army, and the best-equipped, 01
any small state in Europe; militarily, they were a Great Power.
This was the only army in Europe in which the fiery ideal of 1918
still burned, it panted to be at an enemy that ten times out-
numbered it.
In this state every field was farmed to the last inch; a thriving
industry grew and prospered. The ditches, the hedges, the trees,
the woods were tended to the last blade ancl twig; here there were
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